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Put them in mind to be Subjett to Principalities and 

Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, to be ready to every 
good Work, — 

H: that goes about to perſwade a Multitude, that they are 


not ſo well Govern'd as they ought to be, ſhall never 
want attentive and favourable Hearers., ſaid the Re- 


nown'd Hooker in the beginning of his Eccleſiaſtical Po- 


| fic: and, too frequent Experience ſhews his Words to be true. For 
' they, that oppoſe the Laws, and (like the filthy Gro/ticks) deſpiſe Do- 


minions, and ſpeak evil of Dignities, ſhall ſooner want railing Ac- 
cuſfations, than attentive Auditors, to hear and embrace them. But 
ſuch are the Times, we are fallen into, that if we perfoxm our own 
Duties, by telling the People of theirs, in this Caſe ; inſtead of re- 


 ceiving our Doctrine, We are look'd upon as Enemies, for telling 


them the Truth, and expoſe our ſelves to Prejudice, by doing our 


In the Words three rigs BFtsrvable, 
T. That every Chriſtian dughC&8-:B8. A809 to Principalities and 
powers, to obey Magiſk/ MS $825\5.5 / 2g 
IF. That the People have Re&IHPe If mind of the Neceſlity 
of Subjection to PrincipaI Weds b ” 
IT. That Miniſters muſt be their Remembrancers, to put them 
in mind to be Subjet to Principalities, &Cc. 


Firſt, this is evidently ſuppos'd inthe Words. The Apoſtle would | 
not have Enjoyn'd Tizas to Mind them of Subjeftion , had it not | 
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been their Duty; He would not have impos'd ſo Unthankful an þ 


Office upon him, had it not been the Will of God. And, truly, 


this1s a "Truth, fo clear from Moſes and the Prophets, from Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles, fo frequently Enjoyr'd, ſo plainly Expreſsd, ſo | 
_ univerſally Receiv'd by all the Primitive Chriſtians, and the Con- | 


trary Doctrine ſo often forbidden, ſo ſeverely Puniſl'd, and con=- | 


Obedience to their Govefnours 1s a Duty. For he muſt wilfully 


Qian, and to vaunt it with their Triple Crowgs, when Chriſtianity 


. began 


_ ſtantly Diſcountenanc'd, that, for my part, I wonder, 'that any pre- | 
tended Chriſtian thould call ic in queſtion, and think it in vainto Þ 
preach unto Suck as witl not be perſwaded, that SubjeCtion and | 


{hut his Eyes againſt the Light both of Reaſon and Religion, that 
denies his Ant unto ſo Manifeſt a Truth ; which would need no | 
Detence, were it not for the bold Oppoſition of the Adverſaries of | 
Fruth. The firſt of theſe, that I can diſcover under the Goſpel, | 
were the Popes of Rome, after the time of Gregory the Great. | 
 Whea they began to arrogate to therſelyes. an univerſal Juriſdi- þ 


y 
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began to be turh'd into Policy, and was abuſed'to ſerve the Enils of 
the Roman Pride; it was not unuſual with the Popes; toſtir up Sub- 


” jects to Rebel againſt their Princes: But from the Beginning it 04s 


ot ſ0. 


The Primitive Chriſtians were ever the moſt Faithful SubjeQs, 


f, even to the Heatheniſh Emperours; and made it their Boaſt and 


Glory in their Apologies, that there never was * a Rebel found 
amongſt them, neither did they profeſs SubjeQion out of Policy, or 
for Intereſt ſake,to Infinuate themſelves into the favour of the Higher 
Powers, becauſe they were tew in number ; and unable to make Re- 
filtance ; but they were, according to the Apoſtle's rule, Rom.13.5. 
Subje&, not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. They were 
too Honeſt to be guilty of ſuch Hypocriſy, as to Cloak Rebellious 
Inclinations with Pretences of Loyalty, and Subjection : ſuch a Suſpi- 
cion ſuits better with Later times, wherein we haveſeen it verified. 


Judge not therefore of their Intentions, by your own Humour: and 
\ Paſhons; for they were guided by other Principles, by the plain 


Word of God, and clear Precepts of the Scripture ; whichthey rea- 
dily produc'd againſt their Enemies,to manifeſt to all the World,that 
they were oblig'd in Conſcience, and engag'd by their Religion, to 
be Subject to the Higher Powers. | 
As to their Number, and Power in Tertullian's time, who boaſts 
ſo much of their Loyalty and Subjection, they were Þ Numerous 
and Powerful, that they could have eaſily ſubdu'd the Roman Em- 
pire; and no doubt would have reſiſted, had the Kingdom of Chriſt 
been of this World ; had it been Lawtul for them, tc have procur'd 
their own Security, by the ſhedding of Imperial Blood. The Em- 
Pire, Cities, [{lands, Caſtles, Corporations, Councils, Camps, Tribes, 
Bands,Companies,nay the very Palace,Senate,and Forum were (o full 
of thern, that they could have done what they plas'd with them, if 
their Religion had not bound them, rather to loſ: their own Lives, 
than to fave them, by taking away thoſe of their pe:lecutors. He adds, 


| Potuimus & inermes &c, we could have fought againſt you, when 


without Weapons, without any Rebellion. For, if fo vaſt a Multi- 
tude of Men, as We Chriſtians are, had only 1ave Separated our 
vclves from You, and gone into ſome remote part of the World ; 
the very Loſs of ſo many Citizens would have Confounded and 
Ruin'd your Empire,and Puniſh'd it by the very Loſs of Us.. With- 
out doubt ye had quaked at your Solitude, at th2 ſtrange Silence of 


' things, and kind of Aſtoniſhment,as if the V/orld had been dead : ye 


Rulers had wanted Subje&s to govern, more Enemies than Citizens 
had remain'd with you : for, now you have the fewer Enemies, by 
reaſon of the Multitude of Chriſtians. So again, + | that We 
Chriſtians love Reverence, and Pray for tke -Emperour on the 
account of our Religion, may be ſufficiently manifeſt unto You; 


| when ſogreat a Multicude &c. live in filence and modeſty, nei- 


ther Speaking, nor Acting any thing to your Prejudice. 
'T was not therefore the Fear of Mar, but of God; not want of 


* Tert. to Stapula Pref, Afr, pag. 69.31.27. Taylor's DuQor Pub, Þ Apolog. p. 0 
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of Power to Refi , but the plenty of Precepts to be Subje&, that 
made the Ancient Chriſtians ſuch Loyal Subjects to their Emperours : 


14] 


tor they referr'd their Adverſaries to the Scriptures that they mighr 
learn from thence: the Sincerity of their Profeſſion. Fuſtin Martyr 
in his Apology for the Chriſtians, produceth theſe Words of Chriſt, 


Render unto Ceſar the things that are Ceſar's, and unto God the © 


things that are God's; and from thence tells the Emperour Ant s- 
Finus , * Oxy &c. We worſhip God alone, but in other things we 
gladly /erve You; and Polycarp another Martyr gives this as a Rea- 


ſon to the Proconſul, why he yielded that Obedience to Him, which _ 


he deny'd the Common People : A9%yuin &c. We are taught of 


 Gad in Scripture, to give due Honour and Reſpect to Prixcipali- 
zies,Q&c. they being Ordain'd of God. They ground their Subjeftion 


on Expreſs Words of Scripture, their Guide and the Rule of their 
Conſciences herein. Thus Tertulian anſwers thoſe that charg'd 


them with Flattery and Hypocriſy, as if they Profeſs'd more than 
they Praftis'd, to avoid Violence, and Perſecution ; + Inſpice Det 


Poces &c, © If you will not believe Us, look into the Word of 
< God, Which is our Law and Rule, and which we do not Suppreſs 
for Concel. Learn out of it, that we are Commanded to Pray 
© even for dur Enemies, and Perſecutors ; and not only fo, but ma- 
« niteſtly, azd by name to pray for Kings, and All that are in Autho- 
f© rity, that ve may lead a quiet and peaceable Lite. | 
Hence youmay judge of the Temper, Judgment, and Practice of 
the Ancient Chriſtians, even in the times of Cruel aud Bloody Per- 
ſecutions. Otfall Men in the World, they had the moſt cauſe to 
have Reſiſted the Higher Powers,becauſe they liv'd under Heatheniſh 
Governours ; by whoſe moſt Cruel Edits, it was certain Death 
for a Man, to Canfeſs himſelf a Chriſtian : owning the Name was 
a Capital Crime : and yet they choſe rather to Die for their Reli- 


gion, than tranſgteſs the plain Precepts of it, by Diſloyalty and Re- 
bellion. In a word, fo far as we could ever read or hear, the Con- 
trary Doctrine was never taught in any Church of Chriſt for above - 


a Thouſand Years; 'till the Popes were grown to that height of 
Pride, that they would not be content, unleſs Kings and Emperors 
would lay down their Crowns at their Feet. But if the Conſtant 
and Univerſal Judgment of all good Chriſtians in the World, will 
not ſatisfy any that it is his Duty to be Subjef# to Principalities &C. 


_ I refer him to Roz. 13. 1 Pet. 2. and the Words of my Text; 
which leave no room for Contradiction. 

_ * But hecauſe I hear the Apoſtles are taught a new Language, it 
will not be amiſs to ſhew you the Tendency of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, to ſecure the Publick Peace and Quietneſs of every State, 
wherein ic 1s receivq1: To which purpoſe, I ſhall repreſent only 
three Conſiderations, which will be ſufficient to put fo ſilence the 


Ignorance of fooliſh Men; 1 Pet.2.15. who reproach this Pure and 


Peaceable Religion, as the Cauſe of all the Confuſions and Blood- 
ſhed in the Chriſtian World. 


I. The firſt, is the Obligation that it lays on all Men's Con- 


* 2. Apol, p.64. Þ Apol. p. 24. | ſciences 


[7 


| ſciences to be Subje& and yield all due Obedience to their Go- 


I 7 Ve OUTrs, 


. The ſecond, is the like Obligation, which it lays on all that 


\  Profeſs it, to endeavour after Unity and Peace. | 
- 2. Thethird, is the Proviſion that is made to Extirpate (or root 
.. out) all thoſe Evil Principles out of the Hearts of Men, which 
: Cw and Incline them to the Breach, or Diſturbance of Publick 
Peace. 


r. Firſt, Let us Conſider the Obligation, that Chriſtianity lays 
on all Men's Conſciences to be Subje& to their Governours and 
Yield all due Obedience to them : for, hereby we may eaſily per- 
_ ceive it's Tendency to Secure the Publick Peace, and Quietnels of 


j every State, wherein it is receiv'd. Without Government there 


can be no Order or laſting Peace, and without SubjeQion to Go- 
vernours , there can be no Government in the World : and there- 
fore for the greater Security of both; our Religion lays an Ob- 
ligation on all Men's Conſciences to be Subject unto Magiſtrates 
and Obey them : which Obligation ariſing from Divie Commands, 
is far ſtronger than any that can be deriv'd from Humane Power : 
and Conſequegtly the Chriſtian Religion, which lays this Engage- 
| ment on us,is, of all things, moſt uſeful and neceſlary for the Preſer- 
vation and Security of Publick Quietneſs and Peace : as will moſt 
evidently appear from a due Conſideration of theſe three Particulars 


' now ſuggeſted. For, 


Firſt, Without Government there can be no Peace or Safety in 

any Nation. A State of Unbounded Liberty, being an Evident 
 Stateof War, wherein every Man's Luſts would be his only Laws, 
' Which as oft as he had Power, would be ſure to be put in Execu- 
tion: and no Violence or Miſchief would be omitted, which he 


had a mind unto. When there was no King in Iſrael, every Man | 


did that which was right in his own Eyes; Judges 19.;6. And ſo 


_ they would do in Britaiz too, were there no Reſtraint. We fee 


_ by daily Experience how hard it is to keep Men in Order by all the 
 Sandtions, and Penalties of the ſevereſt Laws. What an Inunda- 
. tion of Miſchiefs might we expe, if theſe Bounds - were broken 
. down? All Society amongſt Men would be deſtroy'd, unleſs it were 
- toyoyn in Violence One againſt Another ; and all Propriety would 
. Ceaſe, fothat no Man could fay, that ought he had was his Own, 
- if Another, that was ſtronger than He, had a mind to take it away. 
; Every one, that pleas'd, would invade the Rights of his Brother, and 


not only covet, but take away his Ox or his Aſs, or any thing that 


 # His, Every Covetous Ahab that had got but ſtrength , would 
. enrich himſelf by Spoiling his Neighbour ; and every Cruel Caiz 
© that had Malice enough to do it, would Embrue his Hands in his 
* Brother's Blood : fo that Naboth would not be ſecure of his Vine- 
' yard, nor Abel of his Life, yea (what was impiouſly ſpoken by the 


| Author of the Leviathan) Fraud and Force would be accounted. 


. the Cardinal Vertues; and as'twas ſaid of Simeor and Levi, the In- 


l ſtrumergs of Cruelty would be found in moſt Men's BAIOane, 
F ; & 


\ 


DEN T6] 
He that doubts of theſe things, and will not believe that there 
can be ſo much Danger from the Unreſtrain'd Liberty of Mankind ; 


and his Cheſts even in his Houſe ; why he arms Himſelf, and de- 
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# 
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© for 
let him conſider, why he locks his Doors when he goes to ſleep, _ 


fires Company in- a Journey , as often as;he Carries any thing he 


would not loſe : for theſe common Endeavours after Security , do | | 


clearly ſhew what fears and jealouſies every one hath of the Violence 


and Dangers he is ſubject ro from Others of his own kind. Were _ 


it not for Government, the Whole World would be a Babel, full 


of Diſorder, and Confuſion ; and We have an Emblem, or Repre- 


ſentation of the Abſolute Neceſlity of it in our Selves, in that Or- 
_ derand Regiment Conſtituted by God in every Soul : which con- 
fiſteth of the Superiority of the Rational Faculties, and the Inferio- 


rity or Subjection of the Senſitive Aﬀettions. The Breach of this 
Order, is the true Cauſe of all our Miſeries; for *tis the Prevalency 
of the later, makes Men live like Wolves and Tygers Hunting for 


their Prey ; yea and worſe too, becauſe they Prey on their own | 


Kind, and exceed the moſt Ravenous Beaſts in deyouring one ano- 
ther. But the Lyon will defend us from the Wolf and Fox too, that 


cute Wrath on them that doevil, Rom.13.4. Without this Sword 


of the Magiſtrate, the Sword of Violence and Injuſtice would every 


1s, the Superiour Power of the Soverejgn will in a great meaſure | 
guard us from the Violence , and Subtlety of the Subje : for he 
beareth not the Sword in vain, for he is the Minifter of God to exe- | 


_ 


where reign : and Men that fear'd not God, would not fear any 


_ Outrages, that they had a mind and opportunity to commit. 


Hence every Man that hath the Uſe of Reaſon will perceive the 
Neceflity of Laws and Government in the World ; and for this rea- 


ſon, Magiſtrates are calld the Foundations of the Earth ; Pl. 82.6. 
And the conſequent Neceſſity of being Subject and Obedient to them 


w1ll plainly appear, Becauſe, 


Secondly, Without Subje&tion and Obedience to them, there can | 
be no ſettled Government in any Nation ; for theſe are Relative 
Terms, which mutually Imply and Suppoſe one another. It would 
bein vain for any to Commard, if there were none Oblig'd to Obey. 
For this reaſon God hath ordain'd ſeveral Orders and Degrees of _ 


Men ; whereof ſome are to be in Power and Authority, Others in _ 


SubjeCtion and Obedience. Children are Commanded to Obey their _ 


Parents; Eph. 6. 1. Servants to Obey their Maſters in all things ; © 


Col.3.20,21. All Subje&s to Obey the higher Powers, and ſubmit _ 
themſelves to every Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's fake ; Pet. 2. _ 
T3. And for Conſcience ſake ; Rom.13. Without this, Laws them- | 
ſelves would be ridiculous, where every one,that had a mind, might _ 


tranſgreſs them at his Pleaſure. Men's Appetites and Luſts would 
_ ſtill be their Supreme, and Higheſt Laws; which would Evidently *. 


Overthrow all others that at any time ſhould Croſs them : all things 


quickly returning to Anarchy and Confufion. And therefore, in the | 
Third Place , the Chriſtian Religion lays an O&/rgation on all | 
Men's Conſciences, to be Subje& unco Magiſtrates and Obey ow, ; 
| or , 
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| for the greater Security of Government, and Preſervation of Publick 
Peace: and this Obligation, for the Reaſon before given, is ſtronger 
| than any that can be deriv'd from Human Power : for the Magi- 
| rate hath no farther Power than zo &il/ zhe Body, but God hath 
Power to deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell, and threatens Offen- 


ders not only with a Temporal, but with the Infinitely Greater Pe- 


_ nalty of Eternal Death. If therefore Erernal Torments be more to 
- be fear'd than Momentary Pairs, the Chriſtian Religion is more 


forcible to Perſwade Subjection to Magiſtrates, than all the ſeyereſt 
Penalties of Human Laws: for Temporal Puniſhment is all that 
Human Power can Inflict: , whereas Chriſtianity tells us, that 
He that reſiſts the Power , reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, and 
they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation, Rom. 12.2. 
And if the tie of Conſcience be of greater force than the Fear of 
Man's Diſpleaſure; then our Religion allo is 'the beſt Argument to 
enforce SubjeCtion to the Higher Powers: for. that tells us, thar 
We muſt needs be Subject, not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 


ſake, Rom. 13. 5. that is, not only out of a Prudent Fear of the 


Wrath of Man, 6u# alſo our of Conſcience, or an Holy Fear of Offend- 


_ ing God. | 


To which Confiderations,let me alfo Add, that Men are often Em» 
bolden'd to refuſe Subjection to Magiſtrates, out of hope ro Subject 
them to themſelyes, or at leaſt to Eſcape the Danger of ſuch At- 
tempts. Of this ſort were thoſe Miſcreants, that Openly Offer'd 
Fiolence to the very Perſon of One, to whom they had ſworn Ale- 
giance, and to whom they Ow'd Subjection by the Laws of God, 
as well as of the Land; and h:d the Impudence to pretend Con- 
ſcience and Religion for it, to the great Scandal of Chriſtianity, 
which gives them not the leaſt Hopes of Impunity, but minds 
them of the All-ſeeing Eye of God, who ſearcheth their Hearts, 
and is Privy to all their Secrets; and of his Impartial Juſtice, from 
whoſe Preſence and Power they cannot fo much as Hope to Ay. 
And thus I Conclude, that the Chriſtian Religion is moſt highly 


ſerviceable to Support Government, and ſecure the Publick Peace 


of any Nation : becauſe it lays the ſtrongeſt Obligations on all Men's 


. Conſciences to be ſubject to their Governours, without which Sub- 


jection, there could be no Government, nor Order in any Com- 
mon-wealth. | | 

Secondly, For the Honour of the fame Religion, let us alſo Con- 
fider the like Obligation, which it lays on the Conſciences - of all 
the Profeſſors of ir, to Endeavour after Unity and Peace. For it 
doth not only Prohibit Schi/ms in the Church, and Sed:#iop in the 
State, but reckons them among the manifeſt Works of the Fle(l; ; 


_ and tells us, that they, who do ſuch things, ſhall not inherit the King- 


dom of God ;Gal.5.20.21, the very calling of a Chriſtian js unto peace ; 
3 Cor. 7.15. And the Wiſdom that Chriſtianity teacheth us, is Pure 
and Peaceable ; Jam.23 17. Enjoyning us to ſcek Peace, and enſue tt , 
I Per.3.11. t0 follow after things which make for Peace; Rom.14 19. 
and as much as in us tyes, to live peaceably with all Men; Rom.1 b: 

| 18S. 


[8] 

13. Not without reaſon therefore doth the Apoſtle, in the Name 
of Chriſt, beſeech all Chriſtians to take care that there be no Di- 
viſions amongſt them ; 1 Cor. 1. 10. yea, and to Mark them that 
cauſe Diviſions and Offences, and avoid them, Rom.16.17. Theſe 
and many other like Precepts and Exhortations in the Goſpel do 
abundantly ſhew the Tendency of the Chriſtian Religion to ſe- 
cure the Publick Peace and Quietneſs of every State wherein it is 
receiv'd ; and yet, | | 5 

Thirdly, For the better Eſtabliſhment of it, there is Care alſo 
taken to Extirpate all thoſe Evil Principles out ofthe Hearts of Men, 
which might Prompt and Encline them to refiſt their Governours, 
_ or diſturb and break the Publick Peace. When Solon the Athenian 


Legiſlator, Endeavour'd by Written Laws to bridle Men's Injuſtice : * 


Anachar ſis |augh'd at him, ſaying, ſuch Laws were like the Spider's 
Web, becauſe they took hold indeed of little Flies that fell into them, 
but the Great ones, the Rich and Mighty would break through 


them, at their Pleaſure. Hard it is to keepeither Great, or Small, | 


jn SubjeCtion and Obedience, by the moſt wholeſome Laws, whilſt 
Ambition and Pride, Covetouſneſs, Diſcontent and Envy, do Reign 
in the Hearts of Men; for , whilſt they thirſt after Honour and 
and Advancement in the World, whilſt they think too highly of 
themſelves, and Envy all that are above them, whilſt they are Diſ- 
contented with their Preſent Eſtate , and Covet other Men's : no 
wonder, that they deſpiſe Domznions, and ſpeak evil of Dignities, op- 
| pofing Government, and crcſling all good Laws, that oppoſe and 
crols their own Deſigns. But Chriſtianity engageth them, not only 
' to be Subject, but to Deny themſelves, to mortify their Luſts, and 
ſubdue their Paſſions, which make them fo deſirous to have all things 
ſubdu'd to themſelves. Ir teacheth them Humility and Meeknels, 
Patience and Conrentment ; -and to divert their thoughts from the 
too much Admired Allurements of the preſent World; it propound- 
eth to them all the Glories of the ozher, where they may indeed be 
Kings and Prieſts, ſubject unto none but God. Now wherever 


| thele Rules of Chriſtianity were indeed pur in Practice,the very Seeds 


of Sedition and Schiſm would in a good meaſure be rooted out, and 
the firmeſt foundations of Unity and Peace be laid in all men's hearts : 
| than which there can be nothing more effe&tual to ſecure Subjedtion 


_unto Magiſtrates, and preſerve Order and Quietneſsin any Nation, 


I come now to the 
Second Obſervation which is already Confirm'd in a great Mea- 

ſure; that the People have zeed ro be put inmind to be ſubjedt to 

Principalities &c. This is clearly ſuppos'd in' the Words, for the 


Apoſtle would not have Enjoyn'd Titzs ro mind them of it, had it _ 


not been needtul : and this need arifeth, not from the Obſcurity 
of the Scripture, which ſpeaks plain enough :nthe 13th chap. tothe 
Romans, Let every Soul be ſubjeft to the Higher Powers ; beſides 
many other Texts to the fame purpoſe ; but from the necefſlity of 
the Duty, and other Reaſons, which render it needful to put the 
People in mind of SubjceCtion to them, 4 
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As, Firſt the Natural Corruption of all Men's Hearts, and proneneſs 


- to tranſgreſs the plaineſt Precepts of God. This alone is enough to 
 renderit needful for them, to be Minded of their Dury,whatſoever it be. 


Secondiy, the principal reaſon, why They then had need to be put in 


- mind of Obedience unto their Governours, is to be taken from the 
'. Condition of the Times, and Quality of the Governours, under whom 
they liv'd,who were Heathens and Profeſt Enemies to Chriſt, and there- 

| fore it was, that they had need to be pur in mind of Subjetion, leaſt 


the Proſecuting Fury of their Governours, ſhould provoke them to Dif- 


| loyalty and Rebellion. Bur this Reaſon ſeems to be now ceas'd, ſince 


Kings have ſubmitted their Crowns to the Croſs of Chriſt. And yet, 
the People have need ſtill #o he put in mind to be ſubjeft &c. For, 
Thirdly, there are in all Ages fome Fiery and imperious Spirits, that 


| will notendure Subſection to any Government, unleſs themſelves might 
_ Sway the Scepter, and give the Law ; who will not be wanting to ex- 
 aſperate the Multitude and fill them with Prejudices againſt their Go- 
\  vernours; and foto abule their mplicity, and uſe them as Inſtruments 
to Accomplith their own Ambitious Ends: in which reſpeCt'ris very 
 needful to Mind them to he Subject to Principalities, &c. that they 


might not be cheated by falſe Pretences, and abus'd by ſuch, as /ie in 
wait to Decerve them. Ri 

Fourthly, Government it ſelf is Subje& to manifold DefeCts, which 
for the molt part are vilible, and eaſily to be perceiv'd ; but the Difh- 


' culty (I had almoſt ſaid Impoſlibility ) of ſupplying all Defects is not 


uſually confider'd ; and if it be, all Men have not the Capacity to Ap- 


£  Prehend it: and therefore they have need 70 be put in mind to be ſubject 


to Principalities,&c. leaſt the unavoidable Defects of their Government 


ſhould move them to Rebellion. 


Fifthly, Magiftrates themſelves are but Men, and conſequently may 
be Corrupt. The Head may ake, and ſeem a burden to the Body. They 


may Domineer, Rule, and Govern with a High Hand, as Luke 22.25. 


or as Math.20.25, They may Pro Arbitrio exerciſe Dominion with 
Pride, Power, and ſometimes Tyranny, and againſt the Good of their 
Subjects: * The Greek Word here us'd, implying a Rigorous, Arbi- 
trary, Lordly and 'T'yrannical Power, as the ſame Word doth 1 Pez.5.3. 
This is very plain to the Ancient Britazns, for the word they uſe, fully 
expreſleth thus much. Leaſt therefore the People ſhould forget their 
Religion, when their Governours forget their Duty : they have need 70 
be put in mid to be Subjed to Principalities &c. for, 


Sixthly , SubjedF;ou unto Governours is part of our Chriſtian Pro- 


feſhion, as being a plain Command of God, which in no Cale is ever 


. fo be tranſgreſsd r Pet.2.13. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of 


Man for the Lord's fake: that is, becauſe he hath Commanded you fo to 
do. $0 that ye mu? be ſubjet ever for Conſcience ſake,whether it be tothe 
King as Supreme ; or unto Governours,as unto them that are ſent by Him, 


+ for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers,and for the Praiſe of them that do Well. 


For ſo is the Will of God, that with well-doing ye may put to ſilence the 
* Vid. Scholiaſt 


WD ,0n Naziangene 54a. & item Caſanber, in notis ad N, Teſt. Fanſenins Nico! 
- ſon's Apol, : 


': IN Janorance 


[ 70 ] 


Tenorance of fooli/h Men v. 15. Firſt, Submit, for this is Will of God. 


_ Secondly, Submit, for this is Well-doing. Thirdly, Submit, for ſo we *' 


ſhall pur to ſilence the Ignorance of Fooliſh Men ; who are apt to re- ” 
proach your Rebgion, as if it made you Difobedient ro Governments. | 


Their mouths mult be ſtop'd by your Submiſſion to every Ordinance 
of Man , whether to the King as Supreme , or thoſe ſent by Him; for, 


[o is the will of God, fo you are obliged by your Religion; for - 
tho? you are freed by Qhrilt from many yokes, yet not from this of | 


Submiſſion to your Superiors; your Chriſtian Liberty, is a Liberty 


from Sin, not a Liberty to do what you pleaſe: A Liberty from the 
Bondage of the Moſaical Law, not Liberty from SubjeCtion to your 
Governours. And therefore, uſe not your Liberty, as a Cloak of Mali- 
ciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of God: and ſubmit your ſelves for the 
Lord's ſake ; Fear God, Honour the King; this is the Surm of the 
Apoſtle's Diſcourſe as to this particular 1 Pet.2. from v.12 to 19. 
Now that none may think us over-buly in Preaching theſe things, 


I mult proceed to the third and remaining Obſervation, That it is | 


the Duty of Miniſters to be the People's Remembrancers in this cale ; 
| fo that we do but our own Duty in telling the People of theirs. 
Firſt, that it is our Duty to put them in Mind to be ſubject, is evident 
from my Text (where weare commanded lo to do) befides many more 
to the ſame purpoſe; for we are to Conſider, that Titus, to whom: this 
Epiſtle was written, was then an Ordain'd Paſtor of the Church, and 
St. Paul wrote to him to give him Directions concerning the diſcharge of 


his Paſtoral Office ; and amongſt thele, this is Exprelsly oze , that he | 


Thould be careful to Exhort all Chriſtians under his Charge, to yield all | 
due Obedience to their Governors : for ſo runs the Apoſtolical Charge, _ 


Put them in mind, &c. Now ſurely, we cannot think, but this Charge | 


concerneth all Paſtors as well as Titus, to whom it was firſt deliverd ; | 


tor, tho* the Words are particularly directed to him, they are of Uni- | 


verlal Concernment, and declare the Duty of every Paſtor in the Chri- 
ittan Church. For, in the Perſon of Titus, they are all enjoyn'd to 


Put their People in Mind of due SubjeCtion to their Governors. The |_ 


ſame reaſons that made it neceſfary in the Ifle of Crete, make it Necel- 


fary alſo throughout the whole World; ſo that the Holy Ghoſt in di- | 
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ctating this Injunction, had 1egard tothe Well-being of all Societieson | 
_ Earth, and to the Honour of the Chriſtian Religion wherever it 1s 


planted ; W ſhewing, that it was ſo far from Countenancing any _ 
efigns in Subjes againſt their Princes, that it was | 


Rebelltous 


part of the Office and Duty of thoſe, who were appointed to teach | 


the People, to teach them Subjection to Principalities, and Obe- | 


_- 
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dience unto Magiſtrates. If you ask in what Caſes we are to be Subject, | 


and how far wearc to Obey them: I'll Anſwer in ſhort, Be /ubjec# mall | 


Caſes, but Obey them only in their Honeſ# and Lawful Commands. 
Firſt, be ſubject 1n all Caſes, that is ; Never Re/ſi/# the Ordinance of God _ 


Never lift up your hands againſt Principalities ; Never offer any Vio- | 


 lenceto the Powers thar are ordained of God; Never ſtain your Con- 
ſciences with the guilt of their blood : leſs than this is not conſiſtent with 
with Subjection. Secondly , Obey them only in their Frome bod 
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Lawful Commands. No good Magiſtra:e will defire, and no good 


7 Chriſtian will perſwade you to any more ; and no good Man will re- 


S. * God, who hath Commanded him fo to do. 
© | Now having made it plain, that it is part of o#y Office and Duty, 
iz | ſometimes to put the People in Mind of zhezr's towards their Go- 
or vernours, 'tis not only Uncharitable, bur alſo Unreafonable to Say, or 
of Think, that we ferve the times, and Conſult our Intereſt only, when 
fy we obſerve this Apoſtolical Injunction. Hardly can we preach of _ 
© Unity and Peace, but we Diſcompoſe Unquiet and Diſcontented Spi- 
ur rits, and whilſt we Endeavour to perſwade them ro things that make 
= for Peace, i. e. to the Obedience which Chriſtianity requires ſrom 
be + them to their Governours, we fill their Hearts with Prejudice, and 
1C - their Mouths with Cenſures againft Our-ſclves. For theſe things are 
commonly Miſconſtrued, and look'd upon as flatieries of fuch as are in 
9 Power, and conlequently as Arts to promote our Intereſt, rather than 
15 Matters of Conſcience, and Evidences of Chriſtian Care to Diſcharge 
_'3 our Duty towards God. How unjuſtly theſe Imputarions are Jaid upon 
us, appears from the Apoſtle's Words : unleſs it can be made appear, 
" that St. Paul enjoyned TH us to preach it out of Policy, and not out of 
rin Duty ; becauſe ir was his Intereſt, not becauſe'cwas his Office : to In- 
ny gratiate himſelf with the preſent Magiſtrates, and not to ſhew his 
1d z Obedience unto God. Surely no body can think, bur the Apoſtle had 
of * reſpe& to his Office, Duty, and Religion : why may not others alſo, 
i in preaching the ſame Doctrine? If you reply, is it not Apparently 
ll your Intereſt fo to do ? I further Anſwer, | _ 
©, __ Firit, That no Man is to neg!iectt a certain Duty, becauſe it is his In- 
> tereſt; for God hath fo link'd both together, that in all caſes 'tis our 
3 Intereſt and Prudence, as weil as Duty, to obey him ; Godlineſs having 
= a Promiſe of this Life, and that which is to come, 1 Tim. 4.8. Yea 
i- i oftentimes there is a temporal Advantage Canjoyn'd with our Duty, 
O' which ſhould be fo far from tempting us to Neglect ir, that on the 
1 | Contrary, it ſhould Excite and Encourage us to the more ready and 
{= chearful Performance of it. Thus the Divine Preceprs concerning 
l- "Temperance and Sobriety, do apparently tend to the Preſervation of 
mm men's Health, and thriving in their Eſtates, both which are commonly 
is i1mpairdby Drunkenneſs and Exceſs. Now ſurely, no Man can be fo 
Yy ridiculouſly abſurd, as to think theſe temporal Advantages of Tempe- 
AS rance to be any Diſparagement to the Duty : in like manner thoſe 
- - Commands of God which require Subjeftion to Governors, and En- 
2- © deavours after Unity and Peace, are not therefore to be deſpis'd, be- 
t, Cauſe they tend tothe Quiet and Welfare of the Publick, ſecuring us 
i from Dilorder and Contation. In theſe and the like Cates, our tem- 
s. pore! Intereſt is a good Motive to our Duty, but no Ground at all of 
£ © Prejudice againſt it : to imagine otherwiſe were to quarrel with the 
= Wifdom and Goodneſs of God, who oit makes ule of ſuch Argu- 
1- ments to perſwade us to Obey him, and hath made it our Duty to 
h” be happy both in this World and the Ocher. To be (way'd by Intereſt 
6 - againſt a Contelsd Duty, or in doubtful Caſcs, when the truth 15 Ob- 
* 


fuſe to Obey his Governours, when in ſo doing, he alſo Obeyerh 


Bz ſeure, 
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ſeure, and the Intereſt Apparent, to be byaſs'd by his Advantage to do 
that which he was not aſſur'd to be lawtul, is a certain Character of 
an Evil Man ; but when the Duty it ſelf is as evident as the Advantage 
that attends it, tis as clearly a Sin, to neglect the one, as it is Folly, to 
loſe the other. _ | 

In ſhort, ſince Truth may be conjoyn'd with Intereſt, and Intereſt 
joyn'd not only with Truth, but with Duty too, 'tis ſtrange that any 


| ſhould think the Duty cre the leſs to be obſerv'd, becauſe it brings Ad- 


vantage with it : He ſhould rather be thankful unto God, who hath 
conſulted our Benefit, the more ſtrongly to Oblige us to his Service. 
To diſpatch th 's Particular, As it would be ridiculous, and abſurd to 
think, that the People might Mutiny and Rebel, becauſe it is their 
Intereſt to live in Peace: fo it is equally abſurd to imagine, that a 
Miniſter may ceaſe to perform hi$# Duty , becauſe it is his Intereſt, 
to put tkem in Mind of SubjeCtion to their Governors. For no 


Duty can be prejudiced by being our Intereſt and Advantage ; ſince 
the Goodneſs of God hath ſo conjoyn'd them, that they cannot be 


ſeparated from one another, This fully anſwers the common Slan- 
ders that we ſerve the Times and conſult our Intereſt, when we ob- 
ſerve the Apoſtolical Injundtion in my Text. IR | 

But ſecondly, "Tis much to be queſtion'd, whether it be our Intereſt 
or no, {I mean our Woridly Intereſt) to preach theſe things, in theſe 
Days, when thereby we Expoſe our-ſelves to the Prejudice and Ma- 


lice of iJI-diſpos'd Minds, who neither love this Truth, nor have any 


Charity or Kindneſs for them, thar put them in Mind thereof. Were 


we to preach before Magiſtrates themſelves, it might with ſome more. 


reaſon be accounted Flattery, and Deſign to extoll their Power, and 
ſhew the Neceſliry of the People's Subjection to them ; ( tho' thar alſo 
ray be ſometimes requiſite, were it only to let them know, that Chri- 
ſtianity is no Enemy to Government, and to make them in love with 
| that Religion, which is {o fcrviceable to the Publick Peace : ) but to 
preach of Subjection to Governors, where they know nothing of the 
Matter, and where we are ſure to diſpleaſe and fret them that do, is 
rather to be accounted Weakneſs and Folly, than Deſign and Policy, 
were it not our Duty: {o that we cannot innocently hold our Peace. 
'The greateſt worldi'y Policy that can appear in Preaching, is to Preach 
ſuch Things as are agreeable to the Humours of People, and what theſe 
are, we know too well : but our buſineſs is to Benekt, rather than to 
Pleaſe: thar is, to preſs ſuch evident Truths as are neceſſary and agree- 
able to the Will of God, rather than to the private Fancics of di{con- 
tented Spirits. And amongſt [nfallible and Undoubted Truths, the ne- 
_ cefſity of Subjeftion to Governors is not to be forgotten, it being ſo 


ſtrictly requir'd in the Goſpel, that 'tis made part of the Miniſter's Ot- 


fice, to put the People in Mind thereof. 
_ The Application of the Firſt Obſervation. | 
If it be the Du:y of every Chriſtian to be ſubje# to Principalities &c. 
this will inform us, of the Exceeding and Superlative Wickednels of 
thoſe Regicides, who inſtead of being ſubje# toPrincipalities &c.conſpir'd 
together for the Shedding of Royal Bloud, and did not only kill, bu- 


take 


| 
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take Poſſeſſion too; and, after all, look'd Demure, and Confident, as if 


they had done nothing that was amiſs : like thoſe that pretend to do 
God good Service, by murthering his Diſciples. How waſt thou not 


' afraid to ſtretch forth thine Hand to deſtroy the Lord's Anointed, ſaid 
 Dawvidto the Amaletite, who kill'd Saul upon his own Requeſt, being 
' purſued, and before hand at the point of Death, 2 Sam. 1. 14. David 
himſelf was afraid to do it, tho' he knew that God had appointed him 


to be King inſtead of Saul: yet his Heart ſmote him, z e. his Conſcience 
accus'd him even for cutting off his Sk:r?t, and he faid unto his Men, 


the Lord forbid, that T ſhould do this thing to my Maſter, to ſtretch 


forth my Hand againit him , ſeeing He is the Anointed of the Lord; 
ISam.24.5. And in another place ; Who, faith he, can ſtretch forth 


' his Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, and be guiltleſs? 1 Sam. 26. 9. 
| And yer We have heard of ſome, that have had the Impudence, not - 


only to Commit, bur to attempt the Juſtification of ſo Horrid a Fa&. 


| But what will not Covetouſnels, Pride and Ambition do, where they 
| are admitted? The Crime was ſo Notorious and Abominable, fo 
| Complicated and Compounded of ſo many Horrid Ingredients, that it 
1s nor eaſy to Paint it 1n it's. Colours, and reckon all the particular 
— Sins of which it conliſted. Theſe were Manifeſt and Notorious, viz. 
| Rebellion and Treaſon, Perfidiouſneſs and Perjury, Murther and Hypo- 

criſy, Covetouſneſs and Ambition, Sacrilege and Oppreſſi,02; each of 


them fing'y, a moſt Horrid and Crying Sin. It is manifeſt they were 
guilry of Rebell;on, in reſiſting the Higher Powers, whom God com- 


 manded them to be ſubject unto : and of Treaſon, in the higheſt Man- 
' ner, inſlaying the very Perſon of the Lord's Anointed : of Perfidiouſ- 
 weſs, in falfitying their many Promiſes and Engagements to him : and 
of Perjury, in Violating their Multiply'd Oathes to preſerve and de- 
| fend Him: of Murder, in ſhedding innocent blood : and of Hypocr:ſy, 
in abuſing Religion to cloak their Abominable Deſigns, when the 
 þ Event made it evident to all the World, that they kill'd Naboth to poſ- 

| ſels themſelves of his Yine yard: fo that there was Covetouſne/s allo , 
| firſt, in Deſiring, and then Seizing on his Lands : and Ambition, in 
— Thirſting after Supremacy and Dominion. Add to theſe, their Con- 
| ſequent Sacritedge in robbing the Church of it's Undoubted Rights : 


and Oppreſſzo, in ſequeſtring a Multitude of People, for no other 


| reaſon, but becauſe they would not be Partakers with them 1a their - 


Sins. 


And here is a Decad of ſuch Notorious Crimes, as ſhould make all 


Chriſtian Ears tingle, and Honeſt Men tremble, at the very hearing 
of them. Surely they deſerve a Day of Humiliation. What tho' we 
were not Actors in the bloudy Tragedy ? they were Publick and Na- 


| tional Sins, and therefore to be lamented by a Publick and National 


Repentance : fo that they are juſtly to be blam'd, that refuſe to joyn in 


- Our Publick Humiliations for them. For if it be a Duty to be ſu6jec? 
| to Principalities &Cc. it is certainly another Duty, to be Humbled for 
| ſhedding their Bloud. Have we quite forgotten the former Days ? 
| Have ye not heard, how the Lord's Anointed was Barbarouſly ſlain ? 
| And how much more innocent Bloud was ſpill'd to make ys of the 
| edding 
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ſhedding of this ? the like was never heard among Chriſtians, ſo that 
he muſt be ſtrangely ignorant in his Religion, or elſe harden'd in his 


Heart, that is not ſenſible of it's Guilt, and the dreadful Judgments 


It both deſerv'd, and procur'd to the Nation. 

Since therefore it is the Duty of every Chriſtian to be S»bje&# to 
Principalities &c. let this inſtruct and teach us, what zo do, or rather 
what z0f #0 do, in caſe we are hereafter temp.ed to offer any Violence 
to them. We have heard of ſad Times, and what we may live to ſee, 
God only knows; the Sins of the Nation are ſtill as Numerous and 
great as thoſe which brought down the former Judgements on us, and 
for theſe things we have reaſgn to fear, that the like may yer hang 
over our Heads : nor do we want Raverous Wolves , that long for 
another Prey. Should they attempt it once again, Ezter not into 
eheir Secrets, unto their Aſſemblies be not ye united ; ye have ſeen their 
Hypocriſy already, be not cheated by them any more. Remember 
. that ye are Chri/tzans, and keep unto your Profeflion, for that is 
enough to ſecure us from Treaſon and Rebellion, fince we are fo 


Plainly told, that the Powers that be, are Ordain'd of God, and that 


whoſoever reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God ; and that 
Fbey that Reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation, not only from 


the Power whole Authority they oppoſe, but alſo from God whoſe | 


Ordinance they reſiſt ; Rom. 13.2. | 
The Application of the ſecond Obſervation. 

Secondly, If the People have need to be put iz Mind of Subjeftion 
and Obedience to Principalities, &c. this will inform us of their Error, 
who think this Doctrine. needleſs in the Church. The Apoſtles were 
vf another Mind, as appears by their Earneſtneſs and Diligence in 
urging and preſſing it on the People, even when they liv'd under Hea- 
theniſh Emperors ; and St. Paul in my Text, gives it as a Rule to Tites, 
to be obſerv'd in the Execution of his Paſtoral Office, yea enjoyns it 
upon him as a Duty, to put them in Mind to be Subjeft, &c. And this 
Duty is ſo much the more necefary, by how much the Minds of Men 
are diſpos'd to the Contrary : They have never more need to be put in 
Mind to be Subject to their Governors, than when Chriſtian Loyalty 
and SubjeCtion 1s almoſt Obliterated out of their Hearts. Here | might 
repreſent unto you a great Variety of Motives to perſwade you to be 


Subject &c. taken from the Example of Chriſt Himſelf, who by his 


own Experience learn'd and went through the Difficulties of Paſſive 
Obedience ; of the Primitive Chriſtians, the Honour of our Religion ; 
the Good of our Nation, the Peace of the Church and Peace of our 
Conſciences within our Breaſts; as alſo from the danger of Rebe!lion : 
fince the Apoſtle tells us, that they that reſiſt, [hall recerve to them- 
ſelves Damnation. But theſe things are. obvious, and eaſy to be un- 
derſtood, and therefore, I do but name them : deſiring you to conh- 
der them at your leifure. It ſatisfies me, and will prevail with any 
honeſt Man, that SubjeCtion and Obedience to Principalities 1s an Ex- 
preſs Command of God, which no Chriſtian can deny, that believes 
mc Scripture to be his Word. 
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"The Application of the third Obſervation. FOG 
Firſt, If it be the Miniſter's Duty, to put the People in Mind of 
their's to their Governors; certainly thoſe Miniſters will fall under a 
juſt Reproof, who not only neglect this Duty, but a& the contrary 
part, by their Endeavours to Undermine Authority, and ſow theſeeds 
of Rebellion and Diſcontent. And truly , *tis a fad caſe, and to be 
lamented wich Tears, that the Embaſ[adors of Peace ſhould become 
the Fomenters of 7/ar ; that thoſe that ſhould have been Watchmen, 
and lifted up their voice like a Trumpet, to tell the People of their Sins, 
ſhould too many of them appear in the Contrary Warfare ; and lift 
_ up their Voices like a Trumpet indeed, to excite them to Rebellion, 
and Encourage them in their Sins. But I furbear to reflect on what 
is paſt. The Lord open the People's Eyes, that they may not be fo 
deluded for the time to come. EE LO £2.44 
Secondly, If it be the Miniſter's Duty to be the People's Remem- 
| brancers in this caſe, then the People ought not to be offended, if we. 
ſometimes Preach theſe Things. The Apoſtles Preach'd the fame_ 
Dottrine to ſuch as liv'd under Heatheniſh Emperors, and gave it par- 
_ ticularly in Charge to Others, that were to ſucceed them in that Of- 
fice, to continue and publiſh it to all that own'd the Name of Chriſt : 
ſo careful were they to prevent Confuftons, and to Preſerve Peace and 
Order both in Church, and: State. And whilſt we Preach no other 
Doctrine, but-what we have receiv'd from therm, who were guided by 
an Infallible Spirit, and what we are Expreſsly Enjoyn'd to teach, z. e. 
whilſt we do our Duty by putting men in Mimd to be Subjett to Ma- 
_ giſtrates; we hope we {hall not give the leaſt Offence to any Real 
Chriſtians, who Conſider that we cannot be filent in this Important 
Caſe, without offending God. | 
Thirdly and Laſtly, if Chriſtianity be ſo Conducive to the Publick 
Peace, and Quietnels of all States where 'tis receiv'd, this may alſo 
ſerve to bring all Men in love with that Religion, which is neceſlary 
both for their preſent and future Happineſs : as it is the only way to. 
Eternal Bliſs in Heaven, fo 'tis alſo the moſt certain way to Tempora! 
Felicity on Earth. It's Precepts are ſo Neceſlary, and it's Rules ſo Ex- 
cellenr, ſo Holy, Juſt, and Good in themſelves, and ſo Uleful in So- 
cieties, that we could not well live without them. Examine all the Re- 
cords of Ancient Times, all the Rules preſcrib'd by the Founders of 
Common- wealths, all the Grec:7a% or Roman Philoſophy, all the Sen- 
tences of the Wiſe in all Nations of the World, and there is nothing 
truly Excellent Comprehended in them, which is not Eftabliſh'd by 
Divine Authority in our Religzon, which we receiv'd from Heaven. 
Were the Rules thereof but diligently. obſerv'd, there's nothing could 
be wanting to our Happineſs : ſo Excellent and Conducive are they 
both to our Publick, and Private Benefit. So that this is not our only 
task, for we are alſo to put them in Mind, to be ready to every good 
Work, as it follows in my Text. In the former Words the Apoſtle ad- 
moniſheth the Miniſters of the Goſpel, ro Mind the People of their 
Duty to their Rulers, for the Security of Order and P#4/ick Peace ; 
and in theſe, he takes care that the like Courſe may be taken, to pro- 
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' mote the Private Intereſt'and Benefit ofevery particular Per 


-Common-wealth. WEST GS a Pr gg 
This then is the Honour of our Religion, and Glory of: Chriſtianity, 


